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THE BEAUFORT SCALE
Knots mph

Description

Effects at sea

Effects on land

0 0
0
Calm
Sea like a mirror.
1 1-3
1-3
Light air
Ripples, but no foam crests.
2 4-6
4-7
Light breeze
Small wavelets.
3 7-10 8-12 Gentle breeze
Large wavelets crests, not breaking.
					
4 11-16 13-18 Moderate wind Numerous whitecaps.
					
5 17-21 19-24 Fresh wind
Many whitecaps, some spray.
6 22-27 25-31 Strong wind
Larger waves form. Whitecaps everywhere.
				
More spray.
					
7 28-33 32-38 Very strong wind White foam from breaking waves begins
				
to be blown in streaks.
8 34-40 39-46 Gale
Edges of wave crests begin to break.
				
into spindrift.
9 41-47 47-54 Severe gale
High waves. Sea begins to roll.
				
Spray may reduce visibility.
10 48-55 55-63 Storm
Very high waves with overhanging crests.
				
Blowing foam gives sea a white appearance.
11 56-63 64-72 Severe storm
Exceptionally high waves.
12 63
73
Hurricane force Air filled with foam. Sea completely white.
				
Visibility greatly reduced.

Smoke rises vertically.
Smoke drifts in the wind.
Leaves rustle. Wind felt on face.
Small twigs in constant motion.
Light flags extended.
Dust, leaves and loose paper raised.
Small branches move.
Small trees sway.
Large branches move.
Whistling in phone wires.
Difficult to use umbrellas.
Whole trees in motion.
Twigs break off trees. Difficult to walk.
Chimney pots and slates removed.
Trees uprooted. Structural damage.
Widespread damage.
Widespread damage.
Very rarely experienced on land.

Note: The Beaufort Scale shown above is as applicable to Broads and coastal waters.
Frank Singleton’s pages on www.rya.org.uk/weathertides/pages/weather.aspx include the above details.

TIDAL INFORMATION
Times are adjusted to British Summer Time from 01.00 hours 28 March 2021 to 02.00 hours 31 October 2021
and from 01.00 hours 27 March 2022.
Predicted times on the following pages refer to High and Low Water at Gorleston. The predicted heights (m) refer to the
Datum of Yarmouth Bar, which is 0.99m below Ordnance Datum Newlyn. These predictions are based on lunar activity.
Spring tides, occurring every fortnight at New Moon [ ] and Full Moon [ ] involve tidal ranges greater than normal. The
opposite occurs at Neap tides, at the First and Last Quarter of the moon [ & ].
Broads rivers drain a catchment area reaching far inland; moreover, weather systems throughout the Atlantic affect conditions
in the North Sea. Consequently, one might find that the actual timing and heights of tides on a chosen day may not match
what was predicted.
After Low Water at Yarmouth Yacht Station, there is Slack Water about 1hour 15 minutes later.
The following are average time differences which, when applied to the time of High Water at Gorleston, will give the
approximate time of High Water at the location indicated:
River Bure Yarmouth Yacht Station +1.00
Acle Bridge +3.30
Horning +4.00
Wroxham +4.30
Coltishall +5.00
River Ant Ludham Bridge +4.00
Stalham +5.00
River Thurne Potter Heigham +4.00
River Yare Reedham +2.30
Brundall +4.00

River Wensum Norwich +4.30
River Chet Loddon +3.30
River Waveney Burgh Castle +1.00
St Olaves +2.30
Oulton Broad +4.00
Beccles +4.00
Lowestoft/Lake Lothing +0.35
No responsibility is taken for the accuracy of the following tide tables but every care
has been taken in their compilation. Tables compiled by National Oceanography Centre.

